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byron666@earthlink.net

NEXT MEETING: 11:00 A.M., Friday, 10/10/08 at the Pat Hanlon Senior Center, 1101 Ridge Ave., KCK

For those of you with computers: Look for the newsletter on www.KSNARFE.org in Item #14, in COLOR.

September Meeting: Eight members played
Bingo before lunch (about 11:40 to noon), winning
$5 among them. Prayer was offered by Birdie
Allen, then nine members and one guest attended
the pot luck luncheon.

The business meeting started at 1:10pm with
the wusual prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.
Dorothy Guest again was the acting Recording
Secretary. Correspondence were read and the
Treasurer's report was read and accepted. There
were no minutes to the previous meeting. It was
decided by a vote to change the method of fund-
ing the Bingo games. It will cost players 5¢ per
card per game, with the final game, a blackout, to
cost 10¢ per card. Ten people each playing 2
cards, for example, would yield the old prize of $1
per regular game (usually many play more than
one card). All winnings may be kept by the player
unless donated to the Alzheimer's fund (always an
option). It has been costing the treasury approxi-
mately $100 per year for Bingo prizes, which we
can no longer conveniently afford.

The usual drawings were held: #3, Henrietta
Horseman, won the $5 attendance drawing and
ticket #479951, Kathy Zunick, won the $3.70
share of purchased tickets. Both were contributed
to the Alzheimer's fund. So far this year the chap-
ter has sent $312.60 to the Kansas Federation
Alzheimer's coordinator (or, just over $1 per offi-
cial member).

If any member who doesn't attend meetings wishes to
contribute to the Alzheimer's Fund, you can send a check
to the Treasurer (see the address on the back cover of
the Scout). Please make checks out to "NARFE Chap-
ter 1160”. We'll forward the contribution to the state co-
ordinator and mention you with a thanks in the Scout.
Thanks to all.

Membership Update: Deceased: Doris M.
Finley, 80, Basehor, KS (8/27/08, GSA); Geraldine
Jones, Overland Park, KS (found on NARFE report
for August; no birth date or agency recorded);
John A. Barrett, 88, KCK (9/23/08, husband of
SSA retiree).

Members with birthdays in October are:

Mary C Bellamy Walter C Raynes
Beatrice Cannon Mary L Reynolds
Floyd F Culp Mabel L Ruby
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Anne R Rundle
Ruth Saragusa
Barbara J Tritle
Leonard H Wesson
Gloria A Willis

Esther E Woodard
BOLD = Attends many
meetings yearly

Virgie L Edwards
Buford Erwin

John V Hitchcock
Mozella Marie Mabon
Mary B Mann

Byron K Nichols
Thelma J Poole

The 19 members above have an age range of
57 to 99 and an average age of 80. Congratula-
tions! If you were born in October and not in the
above list, please notify the editor at the return
address on the last page or e-mail address in the
masthead above.

Future Meetings: October: We will pursue
our normal schedule of Bingo, lunch then a busi-
ness meeting. Remember -- if you wish to
play Bingo, bring enough nickels & dimes, we
usually play 6 or 7 games. [At ALL meetings,
if anyone would like to come early enough before
lunch (say, by 11 A.M.), we plan to play Bingo
with cash prizes for the winners.] Please Come!

Note to members: Dues Withholding saves the national
organization money and it saves you about $5 over annu-
al dues. You don't have to remember to write that check
or risk being dropped. 64% of our members required to
pay dues are already using withholding, why not you?
Applications are in the NARFE magazine each month.

Legislative, Financial and Health News

(summarized from FEDWeek Bulletins and NARFE
Legislative Hotlines):

Health: The FEHBP Open Season will run
from November 10 through December 8 (along
with the optional FEDVIP programs). The final
three 2008 issues of the NARFE magazine will pro-
vide information; with an overview in October,
plan changes in November and rates in December.
OPM hasn't issued any additional mandates to the
system this year, but rates surely will go up, just
as previous years.

Congress: A congressional report issued ear-
lier this year said that following the federal pay
law for the January 2009 GS scheduled raise
would result in an average raise of 19.24% (31%
in Washington-Baltimore area to 12% in the 'rest
of US' catchall zones). The pay law formula has
NEVER been followed according to design!
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National Convention: The Louisville con-
vention this year approved two new planks in the
NARFE Legislative Program: support legislation to
allow FERS system employees to credit unused
sick leave toward retirement as CSRS has done
and support legislation to let dependents of feder-
al employees and retirees to keep health coverage
through FEHBP until the age of 25. All other
planks are still in force (pay health premiums with
pre-tax dollars as active employees do and repeal
or drastically revise GPO/WEP, etc.).

The delegates rejected most resolutions, as
usual, including revisions to the dues structure.
Among the few approved was a proposal to modify
the Honorary Membership program. Current Hon-
orary Members won't be affected, but as future
members become 85 years old with 20 years of
membership, they become "Distinguished Mem-
bers” and receive a pin and special membership
card. They still have to pay dues, though.

TSP Funds: All but one TSP fund was posi-
tive in August: The international (I) stock fund
was down 4.16%, the large-cap (C) fund gained
1.46%, the small-cap (S) fund was up 2.17%, the
government securities (G) fund gained 0.33% and
the bond fund (F) was up 0.92%. For the last 12
months the I fund was lower by 14.71%, the S
fund was lower by 6.89% and the C fund was
down 11.06%. The F fund was up 6.09% and the
(G) fund gained 4.16% for the year. The July and
12-month returns for the lifecycle funds are: In-
come, 0.35 & 1.26%; 2010, 0.29 & -0.86%;
2020, 0.16 & -4.97%; 2030, 0.17 & -6.62%; and
2040, 0.11 & -8.13%.
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Reminder: Please send us your “"Best Choice” UPC codes
when you get a bunch! (It's not worth using 42 cents to
mail one or two!) We get $30 per 1000 codes (3 cents per
code), plus an additional $30 bonus once a year. The
money goes to Alzheimer's Research. Send them either via
a member you know who goes to the meetings or to the
address in the return address block. ** Remember, we
need only the bar codes, not the whole label. Saves $$.

Officers
913-342-8256

913-371-7720
save900@aol.com

Chapter
President E. Regina Barger

Vice-President LaVerne Robinson

Recording Secretary vacant

913-371-7720
save900@aol.com

Public Relations Theodore J Robinson

Service Officer

Treasurer 816-333-5151
Newsletter Editor Byron Nichols byron666@earthlink.net
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Alzheimer's Chair Kathy Zunick 913-281-3335
Membership Chair Shirley Newman 913-334-2544
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Membership Rosters ... are in an 8.5" x 11" format.
Drop me a note at the return address block with $2.00
each to offset printing and postage.

OPM Retirement Information Center:

Write to: PO Box 45, Boyers, PA 16017-0045.
Phone: 1-888-767-6738 (1-88USOPMRET) M-F, 6:30 AM to
7:45 PM Central Time.

Hearing impaired TDD# is 1-800-878-5707.

On the Web: www.opm.gov/retire.

Remarriage, divorce, death of spouse, change of address or fi-
nancial institution or amount of life insurance under FEGLI
(among many other services)

NARFE Headquarters: 1-703-838-7760
(7 am to 3:45 pm Central Time) Call to get official forms at
this number. See the NARFE magazine for various web ad-
dresses. Also, be sure to notify NARFE for address changes,
deaths, etc. at
1-800-456-8410 or memsrvcs@narfe.org.
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