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       òOLD TROOPERó 

NEWSLETTER         
Active and Retired Federal Employees òOld Trooperó Chapter No. 383, Junction City, Kansas  

November 2008  

Chapter 383, 2008 Officers 

President: Dixie Thomas, 238-1455       
bthomas56@cox.net 

1
st
 Vice President:  Don Campbell, 

238-6082   dcampbell@oz-online.net 

2nd Vice President:  Carole Blixt, 922-
6413   20blic43@eaglecom.net 

Secretary, Lannie Pender, 238-6503         
garfieldgal@embarqmail.com 

Treasurer:  Madelyn Brown, 238-5623          
madelyn11@cox.net 

Chapter 383, 2008 Committees 

Legislative, James Dodd, 238-
8041 Membership, Carole Blixt, 
922-6413                           Public 
Relations, Don Campbell, 238-
6082                  Service Officer, 
Walt Germann, 209-1938             
Parliamentarian, Ray Thompson, 
762-5249            AlȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎΣ hǇŀƭ 
Dalton, 922-6551 and Virginia 
Adam, 922-6706     Sunshine, 
Janet Harrel, 238-7488                      
NARFE-PAC, Larry Young, 238-
3047                  Calling, Vi Martin, 
238-8539                     Decorating  
Opal Dalton, 922-6551 and 
Virginia Adam, 922-6706                   
Program, Leonetta Chaves-Bibby, 
238-6642   Newsletter, Dixie 
Thomas, 238-1455           
Chaplain, Otis Scroggins, 238-
1342       Historian                        
Special Projects, Appointed as 
needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NARFE Legislative Update, # 649, released 7 November:   
     With Senate races in Alaska, Georgia and Minnesota still outstanding, Democrats 
have won at least six Senate seats now held by Republicans. Democrats defeated 
three Republican incumbents.  In North Carolina state Sen. Kay Hagan scored a 
come-from-behind win over Republican Sen. Elizabeth Dole , in New Hampshire, 
former Gov. Jeanne Shaheen defeated Sen. John E. Sununu in a rematch of their 
closely contested 2002 race and in Oregon, State House Speaker, Jeff Merkley, won a 
close contest with incumbent Sen. Gordon Smith. Democrats also won seats left open 
by retiring Republican incumbents in Colorado (Mark Udall), New Mexico (Tom Udall) 
and Virginia (Mark Warner).  
     There are seven House races not yet decided.  The Democrats net gain in House 
elections stands at 19.  This could change but six of the seven remaining districts are 
now held by Republicans.  Twenty-three districts changed from Republican to 
Democrat when Democrats won 10 seats left open by Republican departures and 13 
incumbent Republicans lost to the Democratic challenger.  In the four Republican 
takeovers (FL-16, KS-2, LA-6, and TX-22) the incumbent Democrat was defeated by 
the Republican challenger.  A complete list of House districts and Senate seats where 
the incumbent was NOT re-elected will run in the January issue of NARFE.    
     Most first time winners will have had little exposure to the federal civil service. 
Chapter and federation outreach resulting in individual or group meetings should cover 
income security and health security issues.  The period prior to their swearing-in 
ceremonies in January, is an excellent time to meet the Members-Elect in their 
hometowns and begin their education.  Be sure to provide them with recent issues of 
our magazine and position papers on high priority issues from the Legislative section 
at the new NARFE web site, www.narfe.org/home. 
     Kansas New Member(s):  ñIncumbent is listed in parenthesis. Boldface denotes 
the winner. A CAPITAL means a party ñtakeover.ò 

KS02 Nancy Boyda (D) v LYNN JENKINS (R) 

Program Chair, Leonetta Chaves-Bibby:  The next meeting of NARFE will be 
our Christmas Luncheon/meeting and will be December 11, 2008, 11:30 a.m., at the 
4H/Senior Citizen Building, Spring Valley Road.  Program for the luncheon is Manny and the 
Troubadours.  New Officers will be sworn in; we will be voting at the November luncheon.  

November Birthdays:  Happy Birthday to Madelyn Brown, Vanetta 
Brumbaugh, Jim Dodd, Hughes Edgerton, Joe Gilmore, Paul Hood, Beverly Huffman, Billie Jo 

mailto:bthomas56@cox.net
mailto:dcampbell@oz-online.net
mailto:20blic43@eaglecom.net
mailto:garfieldgal@embarqmail.com
mailto:madelyn11@cox.net
http://www.cqpolitics.com/wmspage.cfm?docID=news-000002982063
http://www.cqpolitics.com/wmspage.cfm?docID=profile-000000001441
http://www.cqpolitics.com/wmspage.cfm?docID=news-000002982069
http://www.cqpolitics.com/wmspage.cfm?docID=profile-000000000311
http://www.narfe.org/home
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If you would like to receive your 
newsletter via email, please send 
your request to Dixie Thomas at 
bthomas56@cox.net   
 

Of course, those attending the 
luncheon will receive a 
newsletter at the luncheon - no 
change. 

 

If any ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
attend meetings wishes to 
contriōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ 
Fund, you can send a check to  

Madelyn Brown, 

Treasurer, 

ммпм {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ wƻŀŘΣ WǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ 
City, KS 66441.  Please make 
ŎƘŜŎƪǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ άNARFE Alzheimer's 
wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘέ 

έ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ά!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ CǳƴŘέ 
on the memo line.   

 

ALREADY RESERVED 
YOUR LUNCH AND 
SOMETHING CAME 
UP???  ς PLEASE CALL 
AND CANCEL YOUR    
MEAL RESERVATION ς 
238-4015 ς THANK 
YOU!!    

The older we get, the fewer 
things seem worth waiting in 
line for. 

Long ago when men cursed 
and beat the ground with 
sticks, it was called 
ǿƛǘŎƘŎǊŀŦǘΧ  ¢h5!¸Σ L¢Ω{ 
CALLED GOLF!!! 

 

 

Rivera, Martha Upshaw, Auguster Davis, Sherman Washburn, Dorothy Osburn, Carl Wright, 
Wally Salonka and Mary Kramer.  Happy, happy birthday! 

November  Anniversaries :  Happy anniversary to Mr. and Mrs. Joe Knox, Mr. 
and Mrs. James Martin, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Strom and Mr. and Mrs. Jack Murrison (49).   
Many, Many More! 

SUNSHINE CHAIR Report, Janet Harrel:  A sympathy card was sent to the 
family of Hermina Marston and to Mrs. June Wiehl on the passing of her husband, Ralph 
ά.ǳŘέ ²ƛŜƘƭΦ    

Minutes of the September 2008 Meeting:  Lannie Pender, Secretary  

1.  President Dixie Thomas called the October 9, 2008, meeting to order at 11:30 at the 
4H/Senior Citizens Center.  Chaplin Otis Scroggins led the invocation followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.                                
2. President Thomas extended birthday and anniversary wishes to those members celebrating in 
the month of October.  She introduced Guests; Bob Cranmer who soon will be the State President, 
he is currently the Area 6, Vice-President; Carol Ek, KS State NARFE Secretary, Don Cooper, KS State 
Area 3 Vice President, Mike Cardella and Kathy York.  New Members: Susan Bergsten, Barb 
Kennedy (Transfer from Manhattan), Kelley Pereira, Barbara Thibodeau, Jim Walker and Jeff York.                                                             
3. tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊǎΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ  {ƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ 
asked for a motion and second for the floor to approve or modify the minutes.  A motion was 
made by Jim Martin and Seconded by Bob Brent.  A motion was made by Billie Jo Riviera to accept 
ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊǎΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ²ƛƭƭƛŜ YŀƳƳΣ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
will be kept for audit.        
4. Under new business, the Slate of Officers for next year: President Jim Martin, First Vice Jim 
Mitchell, Second Vice June Wood, Secretary Lannie Pender (Incumbent) and Treasurer Madelyn 
Brown (Incumbent).  It was announced by Bob Cranmer that Walt Germann was selected as the 
new State Service Officer.  Voting will be at the November luncheon.                                                                              
5. Jim Dodd, Legislative Officer reported that State report is on the website www.opm.gov.  
Congress passed a 3.9% increase for FERS Government employees and 5.8% for CSRS Government 
employees and the same amount for the Military.  He also passed along that the voting record for 
KS National Elected Officials, concerning NARFE issues is on a pullout from the October NARFE 
magazine.     
6. Membership Officer CaǊƻƭŜ .ƭƛȄǘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ b!wC9 ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀǘ wƛƭŜȅΩǎ ƻƴ 
Fort Riley on October 17th.  We would be handing out candy and NARFE literature and answering 
NARFE questions.  There will also be two (2) free NARFE memberships handed out.  NARFE will also 
have a table set up at the Health Fair.  She also showed a copy of the NARFE AD that ran in the 
Daily Union and the POST paper. 
7. The speaker was Pam Maxwell from Blue Cross Blue Shield Insurance provided good 
information.  She explained how contract procedures worked between insurance companies and 
Health care facilities. She also explained a number of changes in BC/BS coverage.  There are 
changes to prescription drug plan, such as Generic drugs the first 4 fills will be free and Name 
Brand which is now $35.00 will go up to $60.00 for a 90 Day supply.  She answered a number of 
questions from the floor; she also stayed after the meeting to speak with members one on one.  
She provided many door prizes, so, there were a lot of winners.  
8. There were 140 reservations and 118 in attendance.   
9. ¢ƘŜ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ ŦǳƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ϷмфнΦтрΦ  
10. The winners of door prizes were; Dorothy Gallaway, Wally Mitchell, Alan Stephens, Lannie 
Pender, Kay (?) (twice), Leonetta Chaves-Bibby, Larry Young, Gerry Holden, Marilyn Bielefeld, Doris 
MacLaird-Nelson, Dorothy Luttman, Norman Lee, Barb Thibodeau (twice).  
11. bŜȄǘ aƻƴǘƘΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ DŜŀǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴity Hospital and the 
Spring Valley Singers directed by Mary Louise Stahl. 

mailto:bthomas56@cox.net
http://www.opm.gov/
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Calling Chair:  Vi Martin 

List # 1    Faye Heath     

List # 2 Sharon Griffin 

List # 3 Verleen  Byrn 

List # 4 Pat Fisher 

List # 5 Judy Strauss 

List # 6          Maxine Kroeplin 

List # 7 Marie Sawyer 

List # 8       Dorothy Luttman 

List # 9 Evelyn Lacey 

List #10 Janet Harrel 

List #11 Joan Martin 

List #12 Joyce Peoples 

List #13       Ramona Norcross 

List #14     Dorothy Gallaway   

                    (Dwight area)    

List #15      Jonetta Rector   

                  (Chapman area)            

 

A distraught senior citizen phoned 
ƘŜǊ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ  άLǎ ƛǘ ǘǊǳŜΣέ 
ǎƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΣ άǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
medication you prescribed has to 
ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΚέ 

ά¸ŜǎΣ LΩƳ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǎƻΣέ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ 
told her. 

There was a moment of silence 
before the senior lady replied, 
άLΩƳ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙƻǿ 
serious is my condition because 
ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ Ψbh 
w9CL[[{ΩΦέ 

Aging:  Eventually you will reach a 
point when you stop lying about 
your age and start bragging about 
it.                                                       

12. bŜȄǘ aƻƴǘƘΩǎ aŜƴǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ .ŀƪŜŘ /ƘƛŎƪŜn, Peas and Carrots, Rice Pilaf and Pears.  
13. The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m. and the next meeting will be November 13, 2008 at 
the 4H/Senior Citizens Center.   

TREASURER, Madelyn Brown:     
Beginning Balance 1 October 2008:        $2,707.43 
Receipts:                                                       $  967.29 
Expenses:                                                      $1,519.55 
Ending Balance:                                            $2,155.17       

     Our food drive collected 283 total pounds for the Geary County Food Pantry.  Thanks 
to everyone for making this a successful drive.   

IN MEMORIAM: This column is dedicated to those who have 

passed away over the year. Please remember our  friends a nd 

members of our organization.  

 

May 2008:  Ingeborg Barton  

July 2008:  Charles Bickerstaff  

August 2008:  George W. Campbell  

September 2008:  Mrs. Orval Rodgers  

September 2008:  Hermina Marston  

September 2008:  Rachel Erickson  

October 2008:  Ralph Wiehl , husband of June Wiehl, Member  

 

 

&ÕÎ ÔÉÍÅ ÈÁÄ ÂÙ ÁÌÌ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ #ÁÓÉÎÏ ÂÕÓ ÔÒÉÐȦ   ! ÔÏÔÁÌ ÏÆ ΑςσπȢππ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ !ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓȢ  

 

                         

                         

State visitors joined the October meeting/luncheon at Old Trooper 
Chapter. 
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Kansas State Legislators: 

State legislators hot line:  1-800-432-
3924   Senators: 
Sam Brownback email 
Washington: (202)224-6521 
Topeka: (785)233-2503 
 
Pat Roberts  email 
Washington: (202)224-4774 
Dodge City: (316)227-2244 
 
Representatives: 
Jerry Moran, 1st District - email 
Washington: (202) 225-2715 
Hays: (785)628-6401 

Nancy Boyda, 2nd District - email 
Washington: (202) 225-6601 
Topeka: (785) 234-8111 
 
Dennis Moore, 3rd District - email 
Washington: (202)225-2865 
Overland Park: (913) 383-2013  
 
Todd Tiahrt, 4th District - email 
Washington: (202)225-6216 
Wichita: (316)262-8992 

First you forget names, then you forget 
faces, then you forget to pull up your 
ȊƛǇǇŜǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ 
Ǉǳƭƭ ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΧ 

One of the many things no one tells 
you about aging is that it is such a nice 
change from being young. 

You know you are getting old when 
everything either dries up or leaks. 

When you are dissatisfied and would 
like to go back to youth, think of 
Algebra. 

Q: Where can men over the 
age of 60 find younger, sexy 
women who are interested in 
them? 
A: Try a bookstore-------under 
fiction. 

Beauty of Math:                        

1 x 8 + 1 = 9 
12 x 8 + 2 = 98 
123 x 8 + 3 = 987 
1234 x 8 + 4 = 9876 
12345 x 8 + 5 = 98765 
123456 x 8 + 6 = 987654 
1234567 x 8 + 7 = 9876543 
12345678 x 8 + 8 = 98765432 
123456789 x 8 + 9 = 987654321 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
  Dixie J. Thomas, Editor  

 801 Sunshine Street  

 Junction City, KS  66441  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The new NARFE State President attended the 

October luncheon/ meeting along with the State 

Secretary and Area III Vice President.  

Left to right:  Dixie Thomas, Don Cooper, Area 

III Vice President, Robert Cranmer,  State 

Pres i dent,  Carole Blixt, Don Cooper, Opal 

Dalton, Lannie Pender, Jim Dodd, Virginia 

Adam, and Madelyn Brown.   (Not shown:  Carol 

Ek, State Secretary  

 

mailto:sam_brownback@brownback.senate.gov
mailto:pat_roberts@roberts.senate.gov
mailto:jerry.moran@mail.house.gov
http://www.house.gov/writerep/
mailto:dennis.moore@mail.house.gov
mailto:tiahrt@mail.house.gov

