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LEGISLATORS’ Topeka Address / Phone:  Federal:  Sen Jerry Moran, 612 Kansas Ave, 66603 (785) 233-2503, www.moran.senate.gov. Sen Pat Roberts, 444 
SE Quincy, Rm 392, 66683, (785) 295-2745, www.roberts.senate.gov; Rep. Lynn Jenkins, R-2nd Dist., 3550 SW Fifth St., 66601, (785) 234-5966. NARFE 
member toll free line to Congress members: 1-866-220-0044. Kansas State (by Dist. at Statehouse, Topeka 66612, telephone (785) 296 + ext.):  Sen Tom 
Holland, R-3rd, 181 East, ext. 7372, tom.holland@senate.state.ks.gov; Sen Kelly Kultala, D-5th, 300 SW 10th Ave, ext. 7357, kelly.kultala@senate.state.ks.gov;   
Rep Owen Donohoe, R-39th,  L27 Docking Building,  ext. 7682,  owen.donohoe@house.state.ks.gov;  Rep Melanie Meier, D-40th, 300 SW 10th Ave, ext. 7630,  
melanie.meier@house.state.ks.us.  Rep. Jana Goodman, D-41st, 300 SW 10th Ave, ext. 6014, jana.goodman@house.ks.gov; Rep Connie O’Brien, R-42nd , 
300 SW 10th Ave, ext. 7656, connie.obrien@house.ks.gov.  State legislators hot line:  1-800-432-3924. 

 

From the President: 

 I attended the CONK meeting in South Sioux City, 
NE on August 29-31. It was an informative meeting and 
copies of many of the presentations are available 
through the NARFE website or by calling me for a copy.  
Four of the National NARFE officers from Headquarters 
were present. They shared that the main objective during 
the budget deficit debate is “WE AS FEDERAL ACTIVE 
AND RETIRED EMPLOYEES DO NOT WANT TO BE 
SINGLED OUT FOR CUTS!!!” The Protect America‟s 
Heartbeat effort has been effective and the number of 
calls, letters and e-mails seem to have made a difference 
in awareness of the position of NARFE members. There 
is more information in the NARFE magazine. NARFE-
PAC report indicated that PAC does not buy votes as we 
do not have that volume of members or dollars but the 
donations do help allow access to candidates supportive 
of Federal Employees issues for both active and retired. 
Come to the October meeting to learn more about legis-
lative efforts on behalf of NARFE. Alzheimer‟s Research 
chair wanted to make sure that we know that 100 percent 
of funds that NARFE members contribute goes strictly to 
research. To date, NARFE has funded a total of 49 sci-
entists. 

 On a local level, Buffalo Bill Chapter 27 needs to 

THE BISON 
BUFFALO BILL CHAPTER 27 

NATIONAL ACTIVE AND RETIRED FEDERAL EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

Do you need to contact a congressman? Below are 

the names, addresses, phone numbers, and email 

addresses where they can be reached. 

FALL FESTIVAL 

When: Thursday, November 3, 2011 
Where: Heritage Center, 109 Delaware 
Time: 11:30 a.m. Wine/Punch Bowl 
 12:00 noon Buffet Dinner 
Cost: $12.00 for members and guests. 

Meal is catered by Terry Booker 

MENU 

Roast Turkey and Ham 
Sage Dressing 

Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 
Rolls & Butter 

Coffee or Iced Tea 
Pumpkin and Pecan Pie 

No one will be admitted without a 
reservation.  Sign-up now!! 

Reservations: Eileen Sturgis 

   538 McDonald Rd., 

   Leavenworth, KS  66048 

For more information, phone:  913-682-5847. 

Cut-off Date:  Sunday, Oct. 30th 

Checks made out to Eileen Sturgis will be 

cashed immediately so cancelled check will reach 

you sooner. Checks made out to NARFE will be 

cashed after the dinner. 

 PLEASE write the names of guests on a 
separate piece of paper or on the bottom of 
your check. 

No reservations without the money first!! 

Thank You!!!  See you there!!  

Eileen Sturgis 

Entertainment by Power & Life from 
Leavenworth High School 

October 6 Chapter Meeting 

 All Area 1A chapter members are invited to at-
tend this informative meeting with guest speaker, 
Gary Townson, Federation Legislative Officer for 
Congress/Senate in Washington, D.C. He will be 
talking to us about legislative issues that have an 
impact on active and retired federal employees at 
the national level.  



have volunteers for offices and committee chairs. We 
cannot be effective and grow unless we have more in-
volvement from members in Leavenworth. We need to 
have a NARFE-PAC chair, parliamentarian, social chair 
to help Ursala with refreshments at the meetings, histo-
rian, legislative chair to work with Donna to learn from 
her and help with this committee. Please call me and 
volunteer to be involved with one of these areas. 

 I appreciate the support of the Chapter and look for-
ward to seeing you at a meeting. 

 Diane Hall 
Home phone:  913-651-1331 

Cell phone:  913-704-8118 

From the 1st VP—Membership: 

 Would you like to help our Chapter save some 
money? If you provide your e-mail to Fran Gast at 
fgast@kc.rr.com, you can get your Bison via e-mail. 
Right now there are 18 people that get their Bison via 
e-mail. Give it a chance and save paper, money and 

time!  

 Have you talked to anyone lately about NARFE and 
what it can do for them? That‟s how we get new mem-
bers is for current members to talk to their eligible friends 
and neighbors about NARFE. It doesn‟t always mean 
they will join, but you can keep talking to them and let 
them know what they are missing out on. Keep in touch 
with your former co-workers and let them know what you 
are doing with NARFE. Remember, you don‟t have to be 
retired to join NARFE. I presented a briefing on NARFE 
to an organization for the American Society of Military 
Comptrollers. This gave me an opportunity to share infor-
mation about NARFE as well as to visit with some of my 
previous co-workers who are still active federal employ-
ees. If you know of an opportunity to present information 
about NARFE to a group eligible to join, let me know and 
I‟ll share my PowerPoint slides or accompany you if you 
would like. 

Fran Gast 

 

From the 2nd VP—Programs: 

Oct. 6—Gary Townsend, Federation Legislative Officer 

for Congress/Senate in Washington, D.C. 

 

Nov. 3—Fall Festival at 11:30 a.m. 

Dec. 1—Judy Etter, Area 1A Vice President, speaking on 

membership and chapter issues. 

January—No Meeting. 

Feb. 2—Memorial Service. 

Billie Oertel 

From the 3rd VP—Service Officer 

 What do a service officer and a doctor have in com-
mon? A doctor reads text books about medicine but to be 
a good doctor, one must practice medicine. Service offi-
cers do the same thing. You read about how and what to 
do in filing for assistance with federal annuities but one 
actually needs to go through the process of helping our 
members do this. You can help me be a good service 
officer by contacting me about your needs and concerns. 

 I attended the College of NARFE Knowledge 
(CONK) in South Sioux City, NE. This was my first ex-
perience with this instructional program. The sessions 
were good and I learned a lot from the guest speakers. 

Dick Hall 

913-651-1331 

From the Sunshine Officer: 

 If you know of members who are hospitalized or ill at 

home let me know and I will send cards. We would also 

like to recognize wedding anniversaries and need your 

help by furnishing us with that information. Please call 

me at 351-3386.  

 If you have any extra sick or sympathy cards, we 

could use them. Bring them to the next meeting. Thank 

you. 

 Sick cards were sent to Ross Perkins, Eileen Sturgis, 
Jean Cooney, Clara Darrow, Hank McEvoy, Bonny 
Lages. 

Marilyn Murray 
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IN MEMORIUM  

Members 

Margaret Arring 

Clara Lee 

Carl Wilk, Sr. 

Family Members 

Berta Hoffman, sister of John and Pat Leavitt 

Leo Kennedy, brother of Howard Kennedy 

Second Quarter 2011 Recruitment Results 

In the past six months, 8,297 new members have joined 

NARFE.  Kansas has 94 new members. 

Currently there are 4.6 million federal retirees 

and only 7.9% are NARFE members. 



From the Legislative Chair: 

 On August 2 the federal government increased our 
$14.3 trillion debt by $2.4 trillion dollars. A 
“Congressional Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduc-
tion,” also known as the “Super Committee” of 12 Senate 
and House members was created to try to agree on 
where to cut spending $1.5 trillion over 10 years. It also 
took the responsibility off the Senate and House to deal 
with the out-of-control federal government spending! 

 Some of those 12 members will want to raise taxes 
to keep growing government while others will want to 
start cutting government back and stop increasing the 
debt. 

 By November 23rd we will learn what this Super 
Committee accomplished. The Senate and House are 
supposed to vote on it by December 23rd. Even if Com-
mittee members come to an agreement the President 
can veto it if it is not to his liking. 

 The government will stop taxing our children, grand-
children, and great grandchildren to pay off the debt 
when we get House and Senate members and a Presi-
dent to stop borrowing money. We borrow 40 to 45 cents 
of every dollar the federal government now spends. We 
cannot continue down this path. 

 The NARFE Legislative Director says that “NARFE 
supports efforts to balance the budget and reduce the 
national debt….” 

Donna Gillett 

From the Alzheimer’s Chair: 

 Our Chapter met the $2200 challenge for this year. 
Our picnic was so much fun. Members and guests were 
handing me $5 and $1 dollar bills plus coins. Great 
books were sold at the picnic for $1 apiece with paper-
backs going for 25 cents. We were over $286.84 so that 
will be added to our new challenge. Forrest Holdeman, 
our challenger, presented a check for $350.00. 

 Our challenge for next year is $3000 by picnic time 
2012. If anyone has any ideas on how to do this please 
call me. 

 A great big THANK YOU goes out to those members 
who donated $100 for the challenge: Wayne Stalnaker, 
Fran Gast, Warren Reed III, Mary Clary, Betty Heintzle-
man, Bonnie and Bill Lages, Mary Sue Winneke, Diane 
and Dick Hall, and Eileen and Vernon Quinley. Thank 
You to David Knorr for the $50 check and of course all of 
you who purchased our books, gave anything from coins 
to that light paper stuff. Special thanks to Ross Perkins 
for bringing all the coins each month. 

 Another Special Thank You goes to Helen Stewart 
for making that delightful children‟s basket for the raffle. 
The basket had so many wonderful items. Also, my 
thanks to the Executive Board for approving 50% of the 
take on the picnic raffle. 

 I want to thank Patricia Judson, Connie Lord, 

and Billie Oertel for donating books to our chapter. We 
really have some good ones. The large books are $1 and 
the paperbacks are 25 cents. Patricia let us come into 
her home and take bag after bag of books. We plan to 
set up a table on Sept. 10

th
 at Heritage Center during 
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First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 

 The Constitution was written by the Constitutional 
Convention in 1787 and was thereupon transmitted to the 
Continental Congress. In 1789 the proposed amendments 
were sent to the states because a number of states 
wanted further declaratory and restrictive clauses added in 
order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of powers by 
the government. Ten of the 12 were adopted and they be-
came the Bill of Rights upon ratification in 1791. 

 The First Amendment is known as the freedom of re-
ligion and freedom of speech amendment: “Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the free-
dom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for 
a redress of grievances.” 

 It was natural to have this amendment first because of 
the Christian faith-based principles upon which America 
was founded such as: 

  The first act of the Continental Congress in 1774 
was to pass a motion to pause for prayer; and the prayer 
was based on Psalm 35; 

  General George Washington set days of prayer 
and fasting for his soldiers and directed the Continental 
Army commanding officers to procure Chaplains for their 
regiments; 

  The 1776 Declaration of Independence recog-
nizes that God is the Creator and source of liberty; and 

  In 1783 the Treaty of Paris that ended the Revolu-
tionary War began with these words: “In the name of the 
most holy and undivided Trinity ….” 

 This prime spot on the Bill of Rights indicates that the 
founders believed that freedom of religion and freedom of 
speech were of utmost importance when the Bill of Rights 
was ratified. 

Rae for the U.S.A. 

The new e-narfe (computer chapter) has 1,100 members.  

A percentage of their dues will return to the 

chapter closest to their zip code. 
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Sept. 29 9:15 a.m. Executive Committee meeting. 

Oct. 6 1:30 p.m. Chapter meeting: Gary Townsend 

Oct. 27 9:15 a.m. Executive Committee meeting. 

Nov. 3 11:30 a.m. Fall Festival. See details on page 1. 

Nov. TBA 9:15 a.m. Executive Committee meeting. 

 

Dec. 1 1:30 p.m. Chapter meeting: Judy Etter, Area 1A  

    Vice President. 

January No Meeting. 

Jan. 26 9:15 a.m. Executive Committee meeting. 

Feb. 2 1:30 p.m. Memorial Service. 

  

NOTE:  Chapter meetings are held in the Heritage Center, 109 Delaware at 1:30 p.m. 

Executive Committee Meetings are held at the Leavenworth Public Library the last Thursday of each month at 9:15 a.m. 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

God Bless 

Our 

Troops! 

Buffalo Bill days to sell books for NARFE Alzheimer„s. 
Come on down. 

 Perhaps one of these days this dreadful disease will 
leave this earth. We need to find that cure!  

Helen Gallagher 

 

Thanks for your sacrifice that 
has procured our freedom. 

You Are Invited 

 Atchison Chapter is now officially the Amelia Earhart 

Chapter 621. Our chapter has been invited to a meeting on 

Tuesday, October 18 with guest speaker Janice Neuschafer, 

Federation Alzheimer’s chair. The meeting is at the KFC/

Taco Bell, 1400 Skyway (US 59 Highway), Atchison, and 

begins with lunch on your own at 11:30 a.m. The meeting 

will begin at 12:00 noon. If you plan to attend, please call 

Diane Hall at 913-651-1331 so we can let Amelia Earhart 

Chapter 621 know the approximate numbers attending. 


