
The holidays are over, and I hope most of us enjoyed a Merry Christmas and a " happy " start to the 

new year. OPM let us wait until almost the end of 2011 before issuing information on the COLAs. 

Enjoy it ! Our chapter has the distinction of having chapter members grace the front page of the 

SENIOR MONTHLY for the last two issues ! Olivene Albrecht ( husband Oscar, former Legisla-

tive Chair ) was featured in the December issue, and Gale DeVore, former First Vice President who 

serves as a volunteer guide at the Great Overland Railroad Station and Museum. Toss in the great 

work our chapter members perform for area charities, churches, good causes, clubs, schools and 

organizations that benefit our community, and we help put the public in public relations ! Thank 

you ! 

The Kansas Legislature has returned to Topeka, and forecasts are for a crowded, hectic agenda. 

Many of the legislators will be nervously looking over their shoulders because of the upcoming 

November elections. Ron Richey has been on the job ( non-paying, remember ? ) checking on 

threats to NARFE members and non-members alike. If you know a federal employee or retiree or 

both who wants to keep up with the rapidly changing political scene, and are not NARFE members, 

write their name(s) on the GREAT IDEAS FOR CHAPTER 002, 2012. The note papers will be on 

the tables for our January 27 luncheon. In addition to names, addresses, phone numbers, you can 

also jot down programs or speakers you would like for our programs. Vice President and Program 

Chair Richard Wike  ( also Santa Claus for our December luncheon ) appreciates the new ideas. 

We welcome the new year and new challenges ! Helen Louise Price, Sunshine & Hospitality Chair 

is back in her apartment after a lengthy stay in Assisted Living. She continued her chapter duties as 

well as she could, working away from her more familiar setting. Thank you Helen Louise, and 

thank you for being a NARFE member ! I'll see you on January 27th ! 

 

Jim Miller, President 

From The Presidentôs Desk  

NATIONAL ACTIVE AND RETIRED FEDERAL EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION  

January 2012 

NARFE 

Chapter 002, Topeka, Kansas 

Next Meeting  

Aldersgate Village 

7220 SW Asbury Drive 

Topeka, Kansas 66614 

 

Date and Time 

January 27, 2012 

12:00 p.m. 
 

 

Program 
 

Joe Huerter 

Tenopir and Huerter  

Law Firm 

 

Topic 

10 Myths of Family Law  

Lunch Menu 

Tossed Salad 

Ham Steak 

Catfish 

Sweet Potatoes 

Green Beans 

Rolls & Butter  

Blueberry Cobbler 

Beverages 

 

Cost: $9.00 

Legislative  and Insurance News 
 

The U.S. House will go in session on January 17, 2012. The U.S. Senate will resume on January 

23, 2012. President Obama will deliver his State of the Union address in late January and must sub-

mit a fiscal 2013 budget by Monday, February 6. 

NARFE President Joseph A. Beaudoin is asking all members to mark the date, Wednesday, Febru-

ary 15, for NARFEôs Call Congress Day. Full details, including a brief message, will be provided 

in an effort to defend current and future federal retirees from being unfairly targeted. We will have 

information at the next NARFE Chapter 2 meeting on January 27, 2012. NARFEôs Protect Amer-

icaôs Heartbeat campaign will soon be updated with more information.  

The Kansas Legislature resumes for ninety days starting on Monday, January 09, 2012, at 02:00 

P.M. 

During the Legislative Session you may listen to the Legislature live, read the Calendars and Jour-

nals and get other information at this site: 

http://www.kslegislature.org/li/ 

If you need help with this site call 1-800-432-3924. 

Ronald Richey, Legislative Chair 
GOOD CHEER 

 

No Report - Our prayers are 

with Helen as she continues 

to get better. 

 

Helen Price, Good Cheer 

Chair  

Kansas Trivia  
 

Who was born in Wamego in 1875. Grew up in Ellis. Learned about machin-

ery and repair in the Ellis Union Pacific shop.  Founded Chrysler Corporation 

in 1924. 

Answer: Walter P. Chrysler 

FERS COLA INCREASE 

Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS) and FERS 

Special, the COLA will be 2.6 percent for those who 

have received benefits for at least one year. This amount 

was derived from the same CPI comparison as CSRS. 

NARFE 
State Federation 

 58th Annual Convention 
April 22-24, 2012 
Salina, Kansas 

For Details Contact 
Jim Miller 

NARFE ALZHEIMERôS DONATIONS 

NARFE members have donated more than $9 million to the 

NARFE Alzheimerôs Fund. 100 percent of NARFE donations to 

the Fund are allocated to research. NARFE is one of only four 

organizations belonging to the Zenith Society and, of the four 

organizations, NARFE is the ñnumber oneò contributor.   

Source: NARFE Website 

http://www.kslegislature.org/li/


Minutes,  Chapter 002, December 2, 2011 
 

The Hospitality Room opened at 11:00 with Mary Harms and Dolores Engel handling the arrangements ( Several members helped 

serve and I wasn't alert enough to know their names ) The buffet lunch was served at 12:10, with 59 members and four guests at-

tending. Special guests were Carol Ek, Region Five National Vice President and Flo Biehl, Area I Vice President, Kansas Federa-

tion of NARFE. The Invocation and flag salute were led by Barbara McLain. 

Paul Manning gave the attendance report; Christmas greetings message from Gwen Ketter, Chapter Secretary who was very busy as 

a volunteer for the Festival of Trees fund raiser.  

Sherry Potter, Chapter Treasurer gave her final report and received a appreciative round of applause for her years of service. Sherry 

noted that the chapter has a healthy financial report, but cautioned that 2012 is national NARFE convention year and we will have 

additional expense to help send delegates.  

Richard Wike , Vice President and Programs reported our January program will be local Attorney Joe Huerter who will speak on 

Family Law and inject some humor with the information. 

Entertainment was provided by the third grade children of Christ the King school, led by Mary Smith. Their program was singing 

selected traditional Christmas songs and the children received a standing ovation for their outstanding and enjoyable performance. 

A welcome surprise for the children was the surprise appearance of Santa Claus ( Vice President Richard Wike wearing a Betty 

Born provided Santa suit ) Richard entertained the children with his humorous approach.  Area I Vice President Flo Biehl installed 

the new officers for 2012: New to the Board will be First Vice President Galen Rapp and Treasurer David Smith. Holdover officers 

are Richard Wike, Vice President and Program Chairman, Gwen Ketter, Secretary, and Jim Miller, President. 

Reports: Kathy Smith asked for members to sign up for the newsletter via e-mail. There are questions as to how our chapter news-

letter will be handled, and at what cost when the Area Mail Processing USPS plant closes and services moved to Kansas City. 

Helen Louise Price, Good Cheer / Sunshine provided a written report from her bed in the Health Unit at ALDERSGATE. She is 

doing well and is trying to stay on top of the correspondence. 

Ron Richey, Legislative Chairman, No Report; Bill Kastens, No Report. Earlene Jirik, Publicity Chair reported on Bell Ringing for 

the Salvation Army and commented on the problems for Angel Tree volunteers from our chapter. 

Mary Harms and Dolores Engel thanked the members who helped with Hospitality and table decorations. Their efforts were recog-

nized with applause.  

George Spotts , Alzheimer's Chairman reported on health problems with wife Flora and family health problems, before reporting the 

Blessings Tax and contributions had brought in $ 1,000.93. The 50-50 drawing netted another 32.50. 

No Executive Committee meeting in December. The January meeting will be January 12; the chapter meeting Jan. 27. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:45. 

( good, bad, or indifferent....that's all folks ! ) 
 

Submitted by Jim Miller, President 

with grateful appreciation from Gwen Ketter, Secretary 

Chapter 002 Officers 

President  Jim Miller  478-0651 

1st Vice President Galen Rapp  478-3701 

2nd Vice President Richard Wike  783-8122 

Secretary  Gwendolyn Ketter 272-2658 

Treasurer  David Smith  478-9163 

Member-At-Large Maynard Cox  478-0015 

Member-At-Large Paul Manning  272-6208 

Other Contacts 

Good Cheer  Helen  Price      478-9602 

Membership Chair Galen Rapp      478-3701 

Service Officer  Bill Kastens      272-2604 

Editor   Kathy Smith      478-9163 

Alzheimer Chair  George Spotts      233-7108 

Publicity  Earlene Jirik      266-5492 
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CSRS COLA INCREASE  

Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS) and the Organization Retirement and Disability System (ORDS), the Cost-of-Living Adjustment 

(COLA) will be 3.6 percent for those who have received benefits for at least one year. The 3.6 percent increase was determined by comput-

ing the percentage increase in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for urban wage earners and clerical workers from the third quarter average of 

2008 to the third quarter average of 2010, as provided by the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau Of Labor Statistics 
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