Kansas NARFE News
From Your Federation Officers

June - August, 2010

Kansas FEderatlon Off|cers 2010/2017

Back Row: Area V Vice President, Ronald Katt; Immediate Past President, Robert Cranmer;
Treasurer, Jerry Ketter; Area 3 Vice President, Donald Cooper; Area 6 Vice President, Brenda
Myers; Area 2 Vice President, Gale Beck; Area 4 Vice President, Gary Townson;

Region V Vice President, Richard Thissen Front_Row: Area 2A Vice President, Gary Kilgore;
Area 1A Vice President, Judy Etter; 2" Vice President, Cindy Rene™ Blythe; President, Carol Ek;
1°* Vice President, Dixie Thomas; Secretary, Louise Lloyd; and Area 1 Vice President, Flo Biehl

President Cranmer
“Calls to Convention to Order”




U. S. Coast Guard Color Guard Jim Miller, Co-Convention Chair

“Colors Posted” Sunday Evening Sunday Evening Buffet
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President

Carol R. Ek

907 Sycamore Place

McPherson, KS 67460-5804
Telephone: 620-241-1131 E-Mail: ek617@att.net

With pride and humbleness “Thank You” to al the members of the Kansas Federation who felt
they could entrust the position of Federation President to my hands for the 2010-2011 year. With the
dedicated members of your elected and appointed Executive Board, | promise to represent your special
interests and be an active advocate for all active and retired employees.

The 2010 convention held in Topeka was truly a great success! Jim Miller and Maynard Cox,
co-chairs, put their talents to use in gaining a beautiful setting and “great food” for the entire convention.
| know if anyone went away hungry it was their fault. The menus for every meal, including the hot
breakfast, were top of theline. A big“Thank You and Job Well Don€e” to everyone from Chapter 0002,
Topeka.

On June 2" and 3" the Executive Board met in McPherson for training and to make plans for the
2010-2011 year. We have five (5) new members on the board: Dixie Thomas, Chapter 0383, Junction
City, 1% Vice President; Louise Lloyd, Chapter 1162, Shawnee Mission, Secretary; Judy Etter, Chapter
0621, Atchison, Area 1A Vice President; Gary Kilgore, Chapter 0799, Chanute, Area 2 Vice President;
and, Gary Townson, Chapter 0138, Wichita, Area 4 Vice President. It's difficult to see the past
members go on to new endeavors; but these new members bring new ideas and enthusiasm to the
programs we hope to carry out this year. Minutes of this meeting are posted on the Kansas website
www.ksnarfe.org.

We do have eighteen (18) members from Kansas who are planning to attend the National
Convention in Grand Rapids, Michigan, at the end of August. Hopefully, with al of your help we will
be carrying voting proxies for 100% of the chaptersin Kansas. That can happen only if every Chapter
President gets the C/10-2 signed and submitted to Secretary Louise Lloyd. We only have afew who are
still outstanding so if you haven’'t sent yours to Louise, now is the time! Those assigned as voting
proxies will be contacting those chapters assigned to them for that chapter’s wishes on how that vote
should be cast. Because of changes that occur at Convention before votes are taken, many chapters ask
the proxy to listen carefully and use their best judgment when casting their vote. If you have something
that your chapter members wish to have their vote cast “yes’ or “no” on, make certain you tell whoever
will be carrying your proxy. Your voteisimportant to you and all other members of NARFE.

Attend town hall meetings and listen to the representatives running for all State and National
congressional offices and be certain to cast your “Vote” on August 3.

| apologize for the lateness of this newdletter issue. Several things have happened since the June
EB meeting which have delayed getting it completed. | did take a three (3) week driving vacation to
California with my cousin and sister-in-law to visit our kids and do some business that needed to be
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done. Saw alot of beautiful country, ate alot of wonderful food, and had a wonderful time. Now it's
time to get back to lend my hand in securing all of our futures.

This newdletter will now be issued only in March, June, September and December. This change
was made at the June Executive Board Meeting.
e el e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o e e e e e e e e o e e e e e e = ]

Vice President / Public Relations

Dixie Thomas

801 Sunshine St

Junction City, KS 66441-4183

Telephone: (785) 238-1455 E-Mail: bthomas56 @cox.net

| hope all of you attended the State Convention. If not, by now you know what al was presented
and what happened. Thanks to members of Chapter 0002, Topeka, for ajob well done!

As your new State Public Relations Chair, |1 would like to get NARFE out to our current
members and to prospective new members. One of the things | would like to do is to get our
organization into the local newspapers. With the current economy, an ad in a newspaper is expensive
even if you get matching funds from National Headquarters. But, there are a lot of “specialty”
newspapers in our areas and | would like to contact them to see if we can put information about our
chapters’ meetings and current chapter events in their paper. Usually there are no costs associated with
anewsitem.

As your new 1% Vice President and Public Relations Chair, | would like to take this opportunity
to tell you about Chapter 0383, Old Trooper in Junction City. We have 264 members with
approximately 100 attending our monthly meeting / luncheon. You would think we have enough
members that we don’'t have to worry about running for office or volunteering. 1 just wish | could say
that istrue. But like other chapters, as well as the Federation, we have had the same people running for
offices for severa years. For example, our President for five (?) years, the same newsletter editor for
eight (?) years, the same Alzheimer’'s worker for — | have no clue how long. And | must admit that
sometimes we look forward to the end of our “reign”. 1I’'m sure you have the same in your chapter.
Don't get me wrong, we LOVE these members. However, we would LOVE to get new members into
the chapters and have new officers every few years or so to have different ideas and make new plans.

Hopefully, we can get our organization into some of these newspapers and maybe get new
members. That would be GREAT!

2"" Vice PreS/dent/ Membershlp Chalr

Cindy Rene™ Blythe

10486 Fairview Rd

Burlingame, KS 66413-8554

Telephone: (785) 589-2266 E-Mail: cindy.r.blythe@uscg.mil

Congratulations to Topeka Chapter 0002 for hosting a successful State
Convention. There was a lot of hard work that went into planning the three (3) day event. One
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measurement of a successful convention has to be the coordination of meetings and tasteful meals.
From the size of the steaks served for the evening banquet, no one left hungry! Jim Miller and all the
committee members deserve a pat on the back for ajob “well done”.

Once again, the Alzheimer’s auction was a huge success. Although it looked like it ran like a
well-oiled machine, | know Janice and her team of dedicated member/volunteers worked effortlessly to
pull it all together. Of course this worthwhile endeavor could not be possible without the generosity of
NARFE members throughout Kansas. We should all have a little spring to our step knowing that we
have asmall part in helping discover a cure or treatment for this horrible disease.

| want to thank the members of Kansas NARFE for reposing their trust in me for another year
and reelecting me as 2™ Vice President. | hope to be able to attend more Chapter meetings/cel ebrations
throughout the State this year. | have accepted the duties of Membership Chair for the upcoming year.
As we all know and realize, sustaining members in our organization takes a concerted effort from each
and every individual. Bringing new members into our Chapter is difficult. It takes planning,
enthusiasm, and the belief that NARFE has something of value to offer our members. We al know that
times are getting tough and families are looking at their budgets for ways to trim the fat. The first items
cut fall under Discretionary Spending and magazine subscriptions, contributions and memberships
usually get looked at first. Typically, people don’t consider giving up the daily Diet Coke or the 2 pack
aday cigarette habit; instead they evaluate the value received vs the cost.

| have been doing some research on successful organizations like Toastmaster and Rotary Clubs
to gather ideas that we can utilize to help with our membership situation. | would also like to hear from
our members how we might continue to keep our members interested in continuing their association
with NARFE. I'll have more thought on that subject later, once I’ ve gotten my feet wet!

The National Convention is scheduled to be held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, August 29 through
September 2. | have tentative plans to attend this worthwhile conference. I'll be looking to gather more
ideas regarding member issues.

I’m looking forward to working with the new President, Carol Ek. Our organization has had the
privilege of Carol’s expertise as Secretary for the last several years. We can all be certain that Carol will
address the duties of presidency with the same professionalism and efficiency. As much as | look
forward to working with Carol, I will miss working with Bob Cranmer and John Surritte. Since thiswas
my first trek into the workings of the Executive Board, | couldn’t have asked for better guides than Bob
and John. Each has a belief in the importance of the ideals of NARFE that comes across every time they
speak to you.

| look forward to serving NARFE again this year and hope that you will call on me to assist with
your Chapter needs.

Secretary

L ouise LIy

11433 Rane

Lénea, KS 662/5-4643

Telephone: (913) 66!-1720E-Moail: lnarfe@yahos.com




