
June 2 - 3. Executive Board Meetina

First .  I  r .v ish to express f f rv amazement at being here today f i l l ing t l re posit ion ol ' l l resident of the
Federat ion of Kansas NARFIT Chapters. Nine (c))  ) 'ears a-e.o rvhen I  [ regan mv journel 'as

Federation Secretary. I thought well ri.lrat's one or tr,ro years? Welcome to fulcPherson. and I
promise to do m,v.- very best to represent NARFLT and the Kansas mcmbers. J'here are a lot ol
goals to bc met this year arrd i t 's very hLrrnbl ing and grat i f l , ing to accerpt t l re trust and
responsibi l i ty t l rat  the rnenrbers of Kansas havc entrustcd to rne.

I  have been very busy since corrvent iorr  gett ing al l  of  the repof ls completcd and sr,rbrni t ted to
NAI{F[]  headqr"rar lers:  mai l ing converrt ion reporls and copic 's of minutes to al l  t : l ]  members.
Chapter l l resident 's and Secretary's:  f inal iz ing records tor t l rc turn over to l .ouisc. our ne-\ \

Secrc-tar;- :  and nraking arrangements and f inal iz ing the agenda lor thc next t r lo dars tncc-I ings.

I  dic l  at tend the May l4 'r '  mec-t ins of ' the . funct ion City 03t13. Old l . rooper chapter.  I  uas

prcsented wit l i  a check f l 'orn Madelvrr  l l rown and June l luckles lbr Alzheirner 's.  Once again.

thc'1 lrave surpasscd the total tiorn last year. Janice will nrake the rcporl tirr that total.

I  havc ordercd thc Name' l 'ags l i r rn NARt' l i  MART but havc not rcceivcd them as ot- toda1'.

I  have been invi ted to - loirr  rny cousin and sister- in- larv to travel to Cal i lorrr ia ni th them

beginrr ing thc 8t" of  . lune and not returning unt i l  the 22"".  
' l - l r is 

wi l l  he a clrance to vis i t  u, i th thcir

kids. my kids -  grand kids and qreat grand kids. and wc are putt ing al l  else aside lbr this vis i t .  l

rv i l l  keep in toucl t  b; ' '  e-rnai l  rvhen necessar-v.



FEB Meeting June 2-3,2010

The following weekend after our Federation Convention, Jim Miller and I attended
the Kansas Postmasters Convention in Hays. During their memorial services for
deceased members, they honored all of the veterans and current members of the
Armed Forces. How proudly I stood during the ceremony. I served for fbur years
in the U. S. Air Force during the 1950's.
Again on May 14,2010, I proudly attended the Commissioning Ceremony, at
KSU, for my future Grandson-in law going into the U.S. Air Force as a Second
Lieutenant.
There is a certain pride in serving our great Country that non-veterans do not f-eel.

, 1 ' l .  / '

J-+l*';/ e ( _' L{t t, ,,,t L
Robert Cranmer, Immediate Past President
Kansas Federation of NARFE Chapters
PO Box 502
Ness City, KS 67560
785-798-2849



Dixie J. Thomas, 1"t Vice President / Public Relations

Report Period 15 May - 2 June 2010

I mostly conducted research on chapters, Kansas weekly
newspapers, zip codes, and any information I could find at
www.NARFE.org regarding public relations. I need more information
on what Ghapters and whether or not they use their local newspapers
and / or TV stations. I developed a public relations plan that will work
lF I get information from these chapters on how they notify the
members of a meeting or a special event. My goal is to develop
formats to give Ghapters a tool to get information into their local area
newspapers / TV stations.

I researched specialty newspapers that are distributed to specific
areas of interest such as a quilting publication that is sent to stores in
several counties in the State if not all of the State.



2"'l V ice-l'resident Reporl

I haven't bcen askecl to perfbrm anl '  duties lbr the Presidcnt sincc being elcctcd into off ice. I
cor-r1ir-l-rc to nrake nrysel1' availabIe i1' ncecled.

I have subnri l tccl an art icle for the Irederatiorr Newsletter and ni l l  attend the.lune Executive

l]oarcl mceting schcclulecl lbr. lunc 2-3 in McPhcrson.



Federat ion Secretary Report  June 201-0 report

S ince  be ing  e lec ted  as  the  Kansas  Federa t ion  Secre tary ,  my main  concent ra t ion  has  been to  t ry  to  learn
a b o u t t h e d u t i e s t h a t l h a v e a s s u m e d i n t h i s p o s i t i o n .  I n t h a t r e g a r d , t h e r e h a v e b e e n a l o t o f e - m a i l s
s ince  the  Federa t ion  Convent ion  w i th  our  Pres ident .  As  par t  o f  tha t  back  and fo r th  cor respondence I  d id
ra ise  some ques t ions  about  the  many du t ies  o f  the  Secre tary ,  and fo r tunate ly  our  new pres ident  has
a l ready  taken ac t ions  to  address  some o f  my concerns .  My on ly  o f f i c ia l  func t ion  to  da te  has  been
at tend ing  the  Federa t ion  board  meet ing  on  June 2nd and 3 'd .  I  am now in  the  process  o f  d ra f t ing  the
minutes  f rom tha t  meet ing .  In  add i t ion ,  I  am in  the  process  o f  rece iv ing  the  De legate /A l te rna te
De legate /Proxy  fo rms f rom a l l  the  chapters  regard ing  the  Nat iona l  convent ion .  lw i l l  be  rev iewing  those
for  e l ig ib i l i t y ,  as  we l l  as  work ing  w i th  our  p res ident  to  d is t r ibu te  the  prox ies  to  those f rom the  s ta te  who
wi l l  be  a t tend ing  the  Nat iona l  convent ion .  I  have been very  invo lved in  the  ac t iv i t ies  o f  my chapter ,  the
Shawnee Miss ion  Chapter  s ince  I  a lso  serve  as  Secre tary ,  news le t te r  ed i to r  and program cha i r  person.
And I  a lso  served on  the  commi t tee  fo r  our  chapter ' s  4Oth  ann iversarv  ce lebra t ion  he ld  on  June l -4 th .

Lou ise  L lovd



AREA I VICll l  PRESIDEN-f

At the Federation Convention. I was reelected to Vice President of Area I.

We set up some of the dates the chapters wanted fbr me to visit. Others will be set up
later.

We en-ioyed being together so much as an area that we rvanted to meet agairr. We
decided that "nteet the candidates" wor-rld be an appropriate r,r'ay to gather members
together. The chapter at Lawrence is taking the lead because they are centrally located.
l.awrence has another unique thing---the city is in two dill'erent representative districts.
1'he chapter in Law'rence is looking 1or a placc to meet. They have already lbund out
how many f-ederal rctirees are in each district. This will be used as they invite candidates
to come be with us. 

' l 'his 
is a work in progress.

' l 'hc 
Shawncc Mission chapter is celebrating 40 years. 

' l 'hey 
wil l  be having lunch on . lune

l4 at the nteeting hall  in Old Shawnee Town. They hope people wil l  cnloy.iust bcing
togct l rcr  and rcmin isc ing.

As to going to the National meeting this year and the Legislative session. t l ie tbl lowing
havc reported back to mc. Shawrree Mission is planning on l lve going to National and
none going to the Legislative session. Irreestate in Lawrence has none planning on either
one. 

' l 'opeka 
has two planning on going to National with a possibi l i ty of 'another one.

' l 'hey 
have no one planning on the Legislative scssion. . lcl l 'erson Ciounty at Valley l ial ls

has not anyone going to cither one. Jackson Clounty at Holton did nol respond.



.Tud.v Etter
Area 1A Vice President

ln the 2 weeks I have been on the job I have made contact with all the chapters in my area
by sending them the following e-mail.

Date: Thursday, May 27,2010.2:27 PM

I 've been the area 1A vice president for '10 days and l 'm st i l l t ry ing to get
organized so please bear with me.

My personal contact info is-

Judy Etter
24166 Logan Road
Atchison, KS 66002
Res:  913.773.8565
Cel l :  9 '13 .683.5601
E-mai l :

Feel free to contact me any way you wish. I am looking fonrvard to visiting each
of your chapters (have already received one invite but could not go due to a prior
commitment).

I received an e-mail from Carol Ek wanting to know if any members are planning
to attend the National Convention (29 Aug through 2 Sep) or the Legislative
Conference. lf possible, I'd like to know by 1 June so I can let Carol know at the
executive board meetinq.

As NARFE is currently spending more money that it is receiving, the NARFE
staff has made some recommendations for cost reduction. One would affect all
chapters that do not have direct deposit. This is a quote from the list

All Chapters must use Direct Deposit for chapter dues or pay HQ 20% of the
amount of the Check

Annual Savings = $150,000

This is only a recommendation but it would save a lot of money and be safer.

I personally think one of the reasons we have trouble getting members is that
we're not visible enough. Think about setting up a booth at the county far, a
street fair, and/or a community event; appearing in a local parade; or going to
the senior centers. I know we need active members, but we also need the retired
ones. Do any of you have any ideas?



lf there's any way I can help you, let me know. Eugene will be a hard act to
follow, but he's also promised to help me.

Judy Etter
Kansas NARFE Area 1A Vice-President

I have heard back from all the chapters except Kansas City.

I have been reading but I think I'lljust have to sit and listen for awhile to really
understand how everything works.

I have been invited to attend two chapter meetings, but both times I already had
something scheduled.

Judy Etter
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I retired from the K-State Research and Extension Service in 2007. I worked in SEK for 40
years so know the country wel l  And I  current ly serve as President of the Chanute Chapter of
NARFE. We al l  know how important NARFE is to us and look forward to working Area2A.

Gary L Ki lgore
Professor Emeri tus
K-State Research & Extension



Kansas Federation of NARFE Area 3 report for June 2-3,2010

Area 3 had a very good representation at the 56th Annual Convention of NARFE
Chapters All of the eight Chapters had representation In visiting wl'h some of
those members who attended, they felt that it was a good conventLn.

I have not had occasion to make chapter visits except for my home chapter Kaw
Blue.

I am looking fonruard to providing assistance to Chapter 0383 Old Trooper with
their preparation for the next Convention.

Donald L. Cooper, Area 3 Vice President



Hello Friends,

It is good to be back on the Federation Board At the 2010 Federation Convention the
Delegates from Area IV elected me to serve as Area Vice President. A brief recap of my
history fbllows. ln 2000 | retired from the U S. Postal Service I was an otTicer with the
National Association of Postal Supervisors (NAPS) lbr many years.

I have been a member of NARFE since 2002. John Lancaster visited the NAPS State
Convention to recruit new members. He also had a drawing to give away a one-year
membership to NARFE I won the tiee year membership and have been active ever since
During that time I have served as Wichita Chapter PAC chair, Chapter Legislative Chair,
Trustee and Chapter President. I have served as Federation PAC Coordinator, Second
Vice President- a-nd F-irst Vice Presicl-ent Two yea-rs a.go I was elected Federatirrn
President lmniediately fbllowing the election I encountered health problems that
required me to resign as President
I am le_rlislatively active r.vith both NARFE and NAPS. ! have visited \\iashington DC, as
a grassroots lobbyist every year but one since l99l On two separate years I visited with

our national legislators two times (once for NARFE and again fbr NAPS ) I have been
. " ^ ^ ^ " . t l  , l  ; ^  . . . . ^ , ' : ^ , '  l ) \ r  k ^ r h , t - ^ ' . , ' . 4 q q n a n  T i r h . t  1 r : : . l  C ! \ ^ " ' -  \ 4 " " . "  ' .  t - a o t
S U C w C S S i U i  i i i  a i i i i i i l l i i i <  i ( t i  U \ i i i i  \  v i i l i i C b 5 i i i s t i  i  i i i t t  I  q r r v  \  v r r S r ! r r r r r < t r t  I v t v r c r r r  r v  r r r ! ! (

with members o1'the Wichita Chapter. At our July l9 meeting I have invited al l  the
candidates, running for the job Congressman Tiahrt is vacating, to attend our Clhapter and
tell the members why we should support that partii;ular candidate.

My vision tbr the upcoming year is to assist all the Chapters in Area lV to become well

infcrrrned as to wirorn they sirouiri voie ibr in the iiovernber eiections We wiii have a
new Governor, Senator and member of the House of Representatives After the elections

I will encourage them to establish a rapport with the newly elected as well as the one

Senator not due fbr reeiecrion. iithat is cione they (we) wiii have better access when

communicating NARFE's needs to Washington Obviously. NARFE/PAC goes hand in

glove with building a relationship I will therefore encourage all the Chapters to place a

soiici emphasis on this, at trVtlRY ('hapter meetin,e. I wiii hoicl myse-lf avaiiabie to assist,

if requested, in working through any problems that arise in the Chapters. Two of the

Chapters in Area 4 areinthe 41" (iongressional District with my home Chapter I have

issuecl invitations to the presidents of these Chapters to visit the Wichita Chapter meeting

in July and meet the candidates scheduled to attend.

I have been married to rny High School sweetheart lbr 5l years. We have tbur adult,

rnarried children and 9 grandchildren ranging in ages from27 years to 6 years of age.

Gary Townson

61212010



Area V
Executive Board Meeting

June  2  &  3 .2A10

Mailed hard copy letter April 29 to each Chapter noting highlights of
the State Convention April 25-27, 2010, including my re-election as
Area V Vice President and my availability to their Chapter in any way
they determine.

Visited by phone with Chapter 2085 Stockton President regarding
plans for celebrating their Chapter's 25th Anniversary in October of
2010. At the Chapter's meeting in July they hope to begin final plans
with a known celebratron date for an Area V get-together.

Visited by phone with five Chapter Presidents or Secretaries
regarding notifying the Federation Treasurer of the Chapter's filing of
Form 990N for 2009. In turn notified Federation Treasurer via e-mail
of activities taken by chapters.

Ron Katt
Vice President, Area V



Executive Board Report June 2-3 2010 Area VI Vice President Brenda Myers

Congratulations to Topeka Chapter 002 for their hard work in making the Kansas
Federation Convention enjoyable. As Jim Miller promised, good food was at each setting.

Since convention I have visited with Chapter 1 995, Garden City and Chapter 1996, Scott
City. Phone calls to two chapter Presidents and one letter written have also been
accomplished. Scott City has invited Walt Germann for a program on Service Officer
Duties and would like it to be area wide meeting in the fall. l'/'ii 1 i",; "i r' r' r''1"-'r:'i ' ".1.. ,' . r.

Ulysses will meet next on July 7. I will try my best to get there but it is a busy week as my
middle grandson is getting married on July 10. President Alice Frey would like to take
some recruitment information to Liberal. I have a few packets I'd put together and will do
additional ones.

Dodge City President, Richard Goodnough, has indicated that he is ready to retire as
President. They will meet again on June 8. They have changed their meeting day from
Wednesday to Tuesday so their treasurer, Art Brown, can attend. Meal at $3.00 at the Senior
Center with meeting starting at one p.m.

Great Bend seems to be the chapter that goes along well and follows guidelines.

Contact was made with Kathy Thigpen to obtain missing records from the Area VI Book.
Copies have been made and will be given to each chapter on the next visit. Ulysses had lost
records several years ago and Richard was not sure where Dodge City records are. This
notebook has been updated with new officers and new chapter information. Next step is to
revise their constitution and by-laws to ref.lect their current meeting date and time. The
Executive Board notebook has been updated with information sent by Carol Ek.

After sending out letters on May I 0 to those on the M- I I 2 with second notices, been
dropped or were new members I received a phone call fiom a daughter saying her dad had
died in 2007. Has membership been merging records? I'm thinking that they were trying
to get an accurate count of chapter members before National Convention. One of the names
sent a second notice on Ulysses membership just before convention was also a member that
had been deceased for two years and was not a member in good standing when she died.
The need for more personal contact with a chapter Service Offrcer might help this situation.
S e v e r a l f b r m s a r e n o w a v a i l a b l e o n l i n e a t ' . ' .  " '  , . , i , , ' i j i  ,  T h c d e a t h n o t i c e i s o n e o f t h e s e
and can be printed, postage included. I have found that email works also in reporting deaths
and perhaps is a swifter way to get the information recorded. Some forms can be filled out
on line and then printed.

My suggestion is to check with chapter members and find out who is computer savvy and

assign them this task.
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